
Joe Troiano’s book, “Spookley the Square Pumpkin, a Family to be Thankful For,” illustrates the power

of supportive communities in which individuals help friends, family, and neighbors.  This story reminds

us that we all have the power to help those around us feel safe and feel loved! 

 Discussion Guidelines 

Questions Key Themes / Objectives 

How did Spookley feel when he first learned about 
Thanksgiving? 

Use empathy to help children recognize that they
would feel bad if they were left out. 

What did the other vegetables on the farm say 
when they saw Spookley? 

What would you have said if you were a vegetable 
on the farm and you saw Spookley looking for a 
place to celebrate Thanksgiving? 

Lead children to acknowledge that members of
the farm looked to help Spookley when they saw 
that he was sad. 

Lead children to recognize that they can reach out
to other kids and help when they see anyone 
feeling alone/sad/etc. 

Why, in the end, did Spookley decide that he liked 
Thanksgiving? 

Lead children to recognize that everyone has a
different family and that we all have people we 
appreciate in our lives 

Learning Activities 

“I am thankful for...” 

Have each child think about certain people s/he is thankful for.  Children can write “Thank You” cards

and/or draw pictures to thank others for kind acts that they have performed. 

Kindness Pledge 

Remind children of how kind all of the vegetables were to Spookley in the story when they invited him

to share Thanksgiving with them.  Explain how important it is that we all look to be kind to others, 

family or not!  Then, ask each child to make a pledge to be kind to others.

“Being included feels good because…” 

Have children think about why people sometimes like and need to be with other people.  Children can 
draw a picture or write about group activities that are fun or about how they or someone they know 
has helped another person. 
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